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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: "The network" in line 2 should be 
changed to "a network". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and 
was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3, 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Weinstein et al (US 
2004/0148636 A1). 

Regarding Claim 1 , Weinstein anticipates a method for displaying banner on a TV screen 
(See 231, FIG. 2C), used in a set-top box (140, 150, 161, FIG. 1) connected to a TV set (120, 
FIG. 1), wherein the set-top box connects to a network (163, FIG. 1), for receiving a banner 
information to let a TV screen display images carrying the banner information (231 , 232, FIG. 1), 
the method comprising the steps of: 

(A) Receiving at least one image signal selected from the group consisting of a TV-transmitted 
image signal, a video-transmitted image signal, or a compact disk drive-transmitted image signal 
(T uner 150 receives television signals, FIG. 1); 

(B) Processing the image signal to obtain a size-reduced image signal so that the size-reduced 
image signal displayed on the TV screen is reduced in size (232, FIG. 2C, Paragraph 69 lines 1- 
6), and positioning the size-reduced image signal on the TV screen (232 in FIG.2C is positioned 
on the upper left corner of the TV screen); 

(C) Receiving banner information via a network (161,162,163, FIG. 1, Paragraph 43 lines 1-6); 
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(D) Processing banner information to obtain a banner image signal displayed on the TV screen 
(231, FIG. 2C, Paragraph 70 lines 1-3); 

(E) Outputting the size-reduced image signal and the banner image signal to the TV set (231 , 
232, FIG. 2C). 

Regarding Claim 2, Weinstein further anticipates the position of the size-reduced image 
signal displayed on the TV screen is different from the position of the banner image signal 
displayed on the TV screen (position of 231 is different from 232, FIG. 2C). 

Regarding Claim 3, Weinstein further anticipates the step (C) stores the banner 
information in the set-top box (Paragraph 84 lines 1-8). 

Regarding Claim 6, Weinstein anticipates a set-top box (140, 150, 161, FIG. 1) used for 
connecting a network (162, 163, FIG. 1) and a TV set (120, FIG. 1) to let users browse websites 
and watch TV from a TV screen (Paragraph 21 lines 3-6), whereby the set-top box can receive at 
least one image signal and banner information (313, 315, FIG. 3), wherein the image signal is 
selected from the group consisting of a TV-transmitted image signal, a video-transmitted image 
signal, or a compact disk drive-transmitted image signal (150, FIG. 1), whereby the set-top box 
can download the banner information through a network (312, FIG. 3), the set-top box further 
comprises: 

Means for processing the image signal to obtain a size-reduced image signal so that the size- 
reduced image signal displayed on the TV screen is reduced in size (232, FIG. 2C, Paragraph 69 
lines 1-6), and positioning the size-reduced image signal on the TV screen (232 in FIG.2C is 
positioned on the upper left corner of the TV screen); 

Means for receiving banner information via the network (161,162,163, FIG. 1, Paragraph 43 lines 
1-6); 

Means for processing banner processing banner information to obtain a banner image signal 
displayed on the TV screen (231, FIG. 2C, Paragraph 70 lines 1-3), and positioning of the banner 
image signal displayed on the TV (231 in FIG.2C is positioned on the upper right corner of the TV 
screen); 
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Means for outputting the size-reduced image signal and the banner image signal to the TV set 
(231,232, FIG. 2C). 

Regarding Claim 7, Weinstein further anticipates the position of the size-reduced image 
signal displayed on the TV screen is different from the position of the banner image signal 
displayed on the TV screen (position of 231 is different from 232, FIG. 2C). 

Regarding Claim 8, Weinstein further anticipates means for storing the banner 
information in the set-top box (Paragraph 84 lines 1-8). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 4-5, 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Weinstein et al 
(US 2004/0148636 A1) as applied to claims 1-3, 6-8 above, and further in view of Cuccia (US 6,337,719 
B1). 

Regarding Claim 4, Weinstein does teach all the limitations for Claims 1 and 3. 
Weinstein does not teach the set-top box retrieving the banner information stored in the set-top 
box if the set-top box cannot successfully receive the banner information via the network. 

In an analogous art, Cuccia does teach the set-top box retrieving the banner information 
stored in the set-top box if the set-top box cannot successfully receive the banner information via 
the network (See Col 4 lines 47-55). 

It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Weinstein with the set-top box retrieving the 
banner information stored in the set-top box if the set-top box cannot successfully receive the 
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banner information via the network (See Col 4 lines 47-55) as a natural and standard backup to 
protect the banner in case the network is not available. 

Regarding Claim 5, Weinstein further teaches the banner information stored in the set-top 
box was previously received by the set-top box (Paragraph 84 lines 1 -8). 

Regarding Claim 9, Weinstein does teach all the limitations for Claims 6 and 8. 
Weinstein does not teach means for retrieving the banner information stored in the set-top box if 
the set-top box cannot successfully receive the banner information via the network. 

In an analogous art, Cuccia does teach means for retrieving the banner information 
stored in the set-top box if the set-top box cannot successfully receive the banner information via 
the network (See Col 4 lines 47-55). 

It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Weinstein with means for retrieving the banner 
information stored in the set-top box if the set-top box cannot successfully receive the banner 
information via the network (See Col 4 lines 47-55) as a natural and standard backup to protect 
the banner in case the network is not available. 

Regarding Claim 10, Weinstein further teaches the banner information stored in the set- 
top box was previously received by the set-top box (Paragraph 84 lines 1-8). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to fred peng whose telephone number is (571) 270-1 147. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday-Friday 07:30-17:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Chris Grant can be reached 7294. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 




Chris Grant 

Supervisory Patent Examiner 




